


Information supplied by Anne Roark 

Interview of Tom Stocker by Anne Rosemeir



 Lived in Big Bear in the early 
1950s where she met and 
married her husband.

 Wrote articles for the Grizzly 
starting in 1963 and 
continued on and off until 
the 2000s.

 Did the majority of here 
interviews of the old timers 
using a reel to reel tape 
recorder. 

 Was a major contributor to 
the “Preview” which was a 
local Big Bear newspaper in 
the 1960s.

Anne Rosemier with her daughter Anne Roark 
interviewing Clint Walker during his filming of 
“Night of the Grizzly”



 Tom Stocker was the 
younger brother of Jim 
Stocker.

 It is unknown as to the 
actual date that this 
incident had occurred.

 "There used to be a guy 
named Shelton (my mom's 
spelling of a spoken 
name). He was an 
Englishman - a duke or a 
count or something. He 
had a horse he called 
Sparkplug. He'd come into 
town, and He'd bootleg 
around and Hank Crane 
was always trying to get 
him. But, he couldn't.



 It got to be an obsession 
with Hank because 
everyone was kidding him 
about the bootlegger 
Shelton and Sparkplug.

 So, one time Hank was 
sitting out in front of 
Bartlett's store, he'd been 
wearing 2 guns strapped 
down to his thighs. He'd 
go out and go to work and 
take somebody with him to 
help him find out where 
Shelton's still was.

 So anyway he rode into 
town and Hank was sitting 
out in front of this store - a 
bunch of people around -
Ole Shelton came by and 
said, "oh Hank I'm so glad 
you didn't get any closer 
the other day, I was gonna
have to shoot you when you 
were looking for my still."

 "Hank spend days and days 
looking for that still. He 
never did find it."



 Complaints of Big Bear 
residents on bootlegging

 Trap door on floor of 
cabin
 Still

 195 gallons of mash

 25 gallons of moonshine

 Little black book 



 George: "We lived 
when we came up in '17 
or 18 right there...They 
call it Conklin Avenue 
now, I believe, back of 
Mrs. Betterley's camp, 
Camp Eureka. Right at 
the end, the last lot on 
that tract there is where 
this guy built a house 
and run a still there.”

 He had a basement dug under 
the house, and he had his still 
and mash down there. ….he 
heard they (sheriff) were comin' 
and he got out of the basement, 
and before they knocked the 
door out he went out the 
window, but they got 'im. They 
run around the house, and got 
'im. Sheldon, Walter 
Sheldon. He served. Then he 
got out and he come back, and 
he went to bootleggin'.



 Anton Leopold Schifboch

 Walter Von Schelden

 Walter Anton Scheldon

 Walter Anton Schelden

 Walter Anton Leopold Gernshiem
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 Schelden receives six 
months sentence

 Approximately 80% of 
those tried and convicted 
in prohibition charges 
received only a fine and 
no jail time.



In Years after Prohibition

 Previously a painter

 Provided Meat for Fox 
Farmers

 Construction in Lucerne 
Valley.

San Bernardino Sun
January 28, 1930  


